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US citizen Jennifer Harbury has been on a hunger strike in the main plaza of Guatemala City since
Oct. 10, demanding that the Guatemalan government inform her of the whereabouts of her guerrilla
husband, Efrain Bamaca Velasquez. Although military officers insist that the rebel commander
committed suicide two years ago to avoid being captured in battle, a witness claims to have seen
Bamaca alive since then. Jennifer Harbury, a 43-year-old lawyer, began a hunger strike in front of
the National Palace in Guatemala City on Oct. 12 to force the government to free her husband.
Harbury claims that the Guatemalan army captured Bamaca, a leader of the Organizacion del
Pueblo en Armas (ORPA), after a skirmish along the Ixcucua River in the southwestern department
of Retalhuleu between government and rebel troops in March 1992. However, a member of
Bamaca's unit who escaped from the Santa Ana Berlin military base in Coatepeque, Quetzaltenango,
in late 1992, testified before the United Nations that Bamaca was being held there in a secret military
prison.
Harbury met Bamaca, who was known as Commander Everardo, in 1990 when she went to the
department of San Marcos an ORPA stronghold to do research on a book on the Guatemalan
guerrilla movement. The two married a year later in Texas. She rejects the army version, not only
because of Cabrera's testimony, but also because forensics tests indicated that an exhumed body
the military claimed was Bamaca was not his. Harbury's case has become a growing source of
embarrassment for the Guatemalan government. President Ramiro de Leon announced that he was
ordering a special investigation into the case.
"Everything indicates that he died in combat, but we don't know where the body is," said the
president. The case could pose a diplomatic problem for the De Leon administration if it is not
solved, particularly since Harbury is a US citizen. Richard Nuccio, a top advisor in the US State
Department, visited Guatemala Oct. 27 to discuss the peace process and also to check in on Harbury.
"My trip here is partly related to this case," said Nuccio. "My visit is an expression of Washington's
continuing level of interest in the issue."
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